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Newsletter of the West Valley Amateur Radio Association 


March Meeting at the 
American Red Cross 
(Also Accessible via Zoom) 


The Origins of Silicon Valley: 
Roots in Ham Radio 
Paul Wesling, KM6LH 


Wednesday, March 8 
Meeting Starts at 7pm 


Visitors Are Welcome! 


Meeting Location: 
American Red Cross, 
Silicon Valley Chapter 

2731 N First Street at Plumeria Dr 
(southwest corner) in San Jose 


WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 


52.580-MHz | 151.4 Hz 


WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeat- 
ers each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeat- 
ers are linked together during the net. The 
net control script can be found at www. 
wvara.org in the “On The Air” dropdown. 


Our next WVARA meeting will be held in-person at 7pm on Wednesday, March 8, in Meeting 
Room 3 at the Silicon Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross, 2731 N. First Street at Plume- 
ria Drive (Southwest corner) in San Jose. If you haven't been to the Red Cross in a while, “talk- 
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in” is usually available on the Association’s repeaters. Best choice would be 2m/220. Several 
of us meet for dinner prior to the meeting at 5:40pm nearby at Disn-N-Dash (2551 N. 1st St. 
San Jose): https://dishdash.com. Feel free to join us. 


For this meeting, we're going to shift our schedule a bit. Social time will begin around 6:45pm, 
with this month’s presentation beginning at 7pm. Our presenter is Paul Wesling, KM6LH, who 
will soeak about amateur radio’s dramatic impact on the beginnings of the Silicon Valley. Why 
did Silicon Valley come into being? The story goes back to local Hams (amateur radio opera- 
tors) trying to break RCA‘s tube patents, “angel” investors, the sinking of the Titanic, Fred Ter- 
man and Stanford University, local invention of high power tubes, WWII and radar, William 
Shockley’s mother living in Palo Alto, and the SF Bay Area infrastructure that developed — 
these factors pretty much determined that the semiconductor and IC industries would be located 
in California’s Santa Clara Valley, and that the Valley would remain the world’s innovation cen- 
ter as new technologies emerged — computers, then software, mobile, biotech, Big Data, VR/ 
AR, autonomous vehicles and now blockchain — and it would become the model for innovation 
worldwide. 


This presentation gives an exciting and colorful history of device technology development and 
innovation that began in Palo Alto, then spread across the Santa Clara Valley during and fol- 
lowing World War II. You'll meet some of the colorful characters — Cyril Elwell, Leonard Fuller, 
Lee de Forest, Bill Eitel WG6UF, Charles Litton 6AO, Fred Terman 6AE/W6DI, David Packard 
9DRV, Bill Hewlett, Russ Varian and others — extending to Nolan Bushnell W7DUK and 
Steve Wozniak WA6BND — who came to define the worldwide electronics industries through 
their inventions and process development. 


Paul is an IEEE Life Fellow and Distinguished Lecturer and has ob- 
served the Valley for decades as an engineer, executive, resident, and 
educator. He received degrees in electrical engineering and materi- 
als science from Stanford University, then worked locally at companies 
including Lenkurt Electric, Sperry, Univac, and Amdahl, joining Tandem 
Computers in Cupertino in 1985. Paul retired from HP in 2001, then 
served as “Mr. IEEE” for the San Francisco Bay Area for 10 years. 

He is a Life Fellow of the IEEE. He received the IEEE’s Centennial 
Medal, the Board’s Distinguished Service award, the Society Contribu- 
tion Award, the IEEE’s Third Millennium Medal, and the EPS Society’s 
Presidential Recognition Award. He edits the IEEE/ASME/SEMI Het- 
erogeneous Integration Roadmap for prediction of technology direc- 
tions in electronics packaging. 
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Several of us meet for dinner prior to the meeting at 5:45pm nearby at Disn-N-Dash (2551 N. 
1st St. San Jose): https://dishdash.com Feel free to join us for dinner. 


Although we will be meeting in person, Paul’s presentation will also be streamed via Zoom. 
Zoom instructions will be sent via WVARA reflector and can likewise be obtained by contacting 
K6EI — his email is available via QRZ. 


Three things to remember: 


1) Since the west side entrance to the Red Cross Building is always locked, we recommend 
entering the Red Cross Building through the main entrance situated on the north side of the 
building. 

2) The Red Cross locks the main entrance at 7pm sharp, so please come a few minutes early in 
order to get access to the building. 


3) We will be in Meeting Room 3 -- about 100 feet from any entrance. As a result, late com- 
ers who knock on an outside door won't be heard from our meeting room. If you are late and 
need access, you can call my cellphone (408 636-6172) and someone will come let you in. But 
please try to arrive before 7pm to avoid this hassle. 


- Jim, K6EI 


WVARA Net Check-ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 


Date Name 02/14/23 02/21/23 02/28/23 
Total 12 14 17 
AF6AE Bill X x 

WB6KHP Dave x x x 
KX6B Dick x x X 
AJ6LG Jeff X 
K6El Jim x xX 
KK6VF Kevin NET NET NET 
W6IA Mark x X 
WB6JMR Mark X 
W6BG Max Xx 

K6QFO Mike x 

W6PK Phil X 
W8RJL Ron x xX 
KK6HPF Ross x x x 
KC6ZKT Steve x 


WBE6JHI Steve xX 

KF6EMB Svend xX X 
KN6FGH Tim xX x xX 
W6ESL Tom X x xX 
KN6WY Charlie X 
K6VP Dan xX X 
KE6VKR David Xx 

KN6TTW Ernie xX xX 
K6GSA Geoff Xx xX 
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WVARA’s 2022 Field Day Team 
It’s almost time for our annual Field Day Brainstorm Lunch. We'll be meeting at Burger King 
(W. Trimble Road just north of Hwy 101 in Santa Clara) on Saturday, March 18, at 11:30am. 
Bring your thoughts on what you liked last year, what could be improved, and any ideas that 
you’d like us to consider for 2023. 


CQ FD! 


gs and Events 


a =o s 
Mar 8 Paul Wesling KM6LH 
Ham Radio Roots 


FIELD DAY BRAINSTORM LUNCH 


Apr 12 haplakaheibsipiied Kristen Mcintyre, K6WX 
P What Matters Most tyre, 
All Things Field Day! Jim Peterson, K6E! 


TBD 


Jun 23-25 FIELD DAY AT MORA HILL 
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2023 WVARA Board 


President: Stan Dye, KC7XE 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Tim Stehle, KN6FGH 
Treasurer: Max Lanfranconi, W6BG 
Past President: Clay Couger, NS5YJZ 
Directors 2022-2023: 

Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 

Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT 
Directors 2023-2024: 

Kevin Smith, KK6VF 

Svend Jensen, KF6EMB 

Bobby Barnett, KOXI 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 
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Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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